Demonism
jargon. But his terms provide a working hypothesis. We shall
return to this point as occasion requires.
The reader was invited earlier in this chapter to consider, on the
evidence here adduced—and that evidence necessarily is much
circumscribed—whether the practices of the Goanese Inquisition
compared well or ill with the practices of Hinduism. In another
place the obiter dictum was thrown out that if there were cruelties
in Hinduism they did not include the condemnation to torture and
death of heretics by an ecclesiastical tribunal. That comparison
remains sound for there was no such thing in Hinduism as heresy
and, consequently, no priestly body empowered to punish it.
Yet it is precisely here that the point of view of the Inquisition
merits our attention. Its duty—in theory at least—was to oblige
Catholics to follow rules of belief and conduct, which had origin-
ally been drawn up to embody what was fair, reasonable, sane, and
proper, and so to behave—as Confucian China was admonished
to behave—with propriety, consideration, docility, and benevo-
lence. But mankind has always been attracted to commerce with
demons. This commerce has taken the form everywhere of sor-
cery, witchcraft, and black magic. The Catholic Church frowned
on such cults for the practical reason, among others, that their
devotees ceased to behave like normal men should and became
bad citizens, and a danger to society. A great deal of the Inquisi-
tion's attention was directed against the crime of magic. We have
already seen that the persons condemned to be burnt at the
auto-da-fe in Goa described by Dellon were sorcerers or persons
who had dabbled in the occult. The Hindus, on the other hand,
did not discourage such acts. Indeed, as Hsiian Tsang and
Manrique show, practices which were nothing but demonology
could flourish in a temple or at a temple festival under the very
aegis of the priesthood. Suicide was one of the results which the
Catholic Church by long experience knew was likely to follow
demonry. Other results were moral licence, murder, cruelty,
insanity, rebellion, and disorder. All these evils could be checked
by forcing the people to abide by Catholic rules and beliefs. If the
Inquisition abused its power, becoming corrupt and tyrannous, in
principle it stood for moral and mental equilibrium, as did the
Church which had set it up.
Nowadays, though belief in demons has faded, the demons
themselves, or the hidden force which the term covered and
rendered anthropomorphic, ignore their alleged non-existence
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